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The St. James's Evening Poſt, 
' Dated April 21, 1757 ; 


Containing a Paragraph of a Statute, now in full Force, againſt en- 
groſſing and accumulating Farms, &c. 


E frequently ſee PRO osALSs for making new Laws to prevent the 
AV 7/2 Scarcity and Dearneſs of Corn; and it is certainly great Pity, that the 
Arts and ſubtle Contrivances fo notoriouſly uſed to enhance the Price 
of it, are not more thoroughly conſidered, and more effectual Care taken 
in an Affair of ſo much Conſequence to the Public. 


Bur as multiplying Statutes is reckoned a Grievance in this Nation, would it not 
be neceflary to enquire, irt, Whether there are not Laws already in being, which 
are levell'd againſt the preſent Complaints, and would greatly contribute towards the 
Removal of them, if put into Execution - I mean only ſuch as may be with as litile 
Trouble as poſſible. | 


IT is now a Practice, (and more in Faſhion, I believe, than ever) for rich Far- 
mers to engroſs and accumulate all the Lands they well can in their own Pariſhes, 
and thoſe around them; ſo that in ſome Places, there are hardly People enough to 
diſcharge (as ſhould be) the very Pariſh-Offices, and infinite Miſchiefs are well known 

to ariſe from this growing Evil: How many of their full Granaries, even at this Time 
remain lock'd up, and an higber Price of Corn till waited for! 


AND yet how carefully are all Abuſes of this Kind guarded againſt, and puniſhed 
by the 25th of Hen. VIII. c. 13. I will give you the very Words of the Act, as I 
find them in the 14th Section: 


JT 1s alto further enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, that no 
Manner of Perſon ſhall receive, oz take in Farm for Term of 
Life, Pears, oz a: will, by Indenture, Copy ok Court-Roll oz other- 
wile, any moze Youſes, and Tenements of Pusband2y, where- 
unto any Lands are velonging, in Town, Uillage, Hamlet, or Tithing 
within this Realm, above the Number of Two ſuch Yolds, oz Tene- 
ments. And that no Manner of Perſon ſhall have oz occupy anp 
tuch Yolds, ſo newly taken to the Number of Two, as is befoze 
_erprefled, except He, or They be dwelling within the ſame Pariſhes, 
where tuch Yolds be, upon Pain of Forfeiture fo2 every week, that 
De, or They ſhall Have, occupy, or take any P2ofits of ſuch Yolds 
contrary to this Act, Three Shillings and Four-Pence. 


——To be eaſily recovered by any hearty Well-wiſher to the public Good, 


AA, 1s Statute is in full Force-----and obſerve it ye Engtoſſers and Monopolizers of 
arms. 

HEAR this, O ye that ſwallow up the Needy, even to make the Poor of the 
Land to fail, ſaying, When will the new Moon be gone that we may ſell Corn, and the 
Sabbath that we may ſet forth Wheat, making the Ephab ſmall, and the Shekel great, 
aud falſifying the Balances by Deceit? That we may buy the Poor for Silver, and the 
Needy jor a Pair of Shoes, yea, and ſell the Refuſe of the Wheat. | 


SHALL not the Land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein, 


